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WITTER PRESENTED WITH AYRSHIRE 

 INDUSTRY SERVICE AWARD  
 

COLUMBUS, OH – The Ayrshire Breeders’ Association presented the Ayrshire Industry Service Award 

to Pennsylvania native Dick Witter, a pioneer and innovator in the bovine genetics world and friend and 

supporter of the Ayrshire breed. The award was presented at the National Ayrshire Convention on 

June 25, 2015 in Entriken, PA. 

 

Dick Witter has worked in the A.I. and dairy genetics business for 50 years.  His involvement has 

impacted the Ayrshire breed both domestic and internationally.  

 

He grew up on the dairy farm in Pennsylvania.  When the family’s herd was dispersed, the teenager kept 

a cow and raised heifers in a neighbor’s barn.  As a senior in high school he lived with and worked for a 

farmer who had health problems.  After graduating from high school in 1965, he chose to decline a 

college scholarship and accepted a job with the local artificial insemination cooperative. The next year 

he was drafted into the Army.  After serving his country for two years, he returned to become the 

distribution manager for Sire Power Inc. 

 

In 1970 Dick Witter founded Taurus Service, a full service AI distributorship, to train farmers to 

inseminate their own cows, provide nitrogen service on farm and sell semen direct herd.  Over the 

years Taurus grew by developing partnerships to distribute semen from other A.I. companies, which 

included marketing Canadian genetics in the US. When is became necessary for Taurus to have their 

own bulls, facilities were built and Taurus became a “bull stud”.  By the 1990’s Taurus had grown into 

one of the largest independently-owned AI companies. 

 

Witter’s philosophy has been to select bulls based on deep, profitable cow families with a balance of 

production and type as he and his partners believed that these genetics produce the kind of cows that 

last for generations.  This focus is illustrated by the marketing of Ayrshire bulls such as Ardrossan EV 

Kates Trident, Maple-Dell Soldier-ET, Plum-Bottom Reward Lennon, Polly’s Pluto, Hidden-Valley Garth 

and Lone Birch Masterpiece.  Witter also worked to market Ayrshire bulls such as Des Prairies TOF, 

Ardmore Crown Napier, and Kilfennan Challenge from Canada, Great Britain, and New Zealand which 

helped to broaden the genetic base.      

 

Witter’s business philosophy has always valued customer loyalty, honesty, integrity and relationships. His 

work in international markets led to the development of distributors to sell North American genetics in 

Europe and Central Asia. One of largest distributors for Taurus is in Kazakhstan where thousands of 
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units of Ayrshire semen have been sold. With Witter’s leadership, Taurus worked with the other AI 

companies and became one the first contributors to provide DNA to develop genomics.   

 

Witter’s commitment to the Ayrshire breed was further demonstrated by the generous donation and 

commitment Taurus has made to the U.S. Ayrshire Breeders’ Foundation.  During the initial fund-raising 

drive, Dick stepped up and committed funds to the Foundation based on the units of Ayrshire semen 

sold. 

 

Dick has served as a director of the National Association of Animal Breeders (NAAB) and as an 

Executive Board member and representative to the Counsel on Dairy Cattle Breeding. He is the longest 

serving member (28 years) of the NAAB Dairy Sire Evaluation Committee.  Witter is also a member of 

board of managers of the Cooperative Dairy DNA Repository. 

 

In 2014 Taurus was sold to Inguran, LLC, which does business as Sexing Technologies. Witter retired in 

March of this year to spend more time farming, tinkering on antique cars, hunting and spending time 

with friends and family.  

 


